May 20, 2014  Jim Oberg advises re news of Russian ICBM test flight last night....
http://zeenews.india.com/news/world/russia-conducts-test-launch-of-ballistic-missile_933729.html  and http://freepressjournal.in/russia-conducts-test-launch-of-ballistic-missile/
1. Russia’s launch yesterday of a TOPOL strategic long-range missile was not just part of recent saber-rattling from Moscow. The real joke is on the Russians. 

2. This was the eighth in a series of very special tests of new penetrating warheads designed to overcome any potential US missile shield. 

3. The ‘Topol’ missile is launched on a specially-designed short trajectory from Kapustin Yar on the lower Volga [near Volograd, formerly Stalingrad] into a heavily-instrumented impact zone on Lake Balkhash in Kazakhstan, called “Sary Shagan”. 

4. Although Topol’s normal range is more than 6000 miles, this impact zone is only 1500 miles from the launch site. 

5. The target zone is where all Soviet/Russian anti-missile radars, optical trackers, and interceptors have been tested for decades. It is rented from the government of independent Kazakhstan. 

6. To mimic full-range arrival angle and velocity, the ascent profile of the missile was redesigned. This had some unexpected consequences that are actually quite amusing. 

7. Instead of firing each stage for about 60 seconds each, and reaching flight speed of about 15,000 mph, the rocket fires the first two stages only and then coasts upwards and downrange.. 

8. Three minutes later, the third stage reaches an altitude of about 600 to 800 miles. It points slightly downwards and fires for its normal 60 seconds, laying the warhead on a high-speed descending slope that mimics its approach path from a full range 30-minute mission. 

9. The result is that under proper lighting conditions, millions of people on Earth [and occasionally, a few who happen to be off Earth] see a startling spectacle in the sky. 

10. Some near the launch site may see the ascent smoke trail, which rapidly kinks from high-altitude wind shear into a puffy zig-zag. But for those who don’t lose interest, here’s what happens next: a rocket plume appears suddenly in mid sky. As it lengthens over the 60 seconds, it makes a fan-shaped [or triangle] apparition that increases in size as if it were zooming in on the ground observer. 

11. And suddenly, the cherry on the ice cream:: at the head of the fan, a rapid corkscrew spins, expands and vanishes. Audio on a hundred youtube postings records the exclamations of awe, and the colorful curses, of witnesses. 

12. The result – wide-area mass UFO panic. This includes a broad swath of southern Russia, northern Kazakhstan, and even more southerly distant regions – once, as far south as Lebanon, Israel, and Iran. 

13. Second result in modern times: mass hand-held media recordings including movies and especially dash-cam videos [which in playback mode can capture the exact start and stop time of the plume]. 

14. Eight such missions have been launched since 2005, and curiously [and against random probability] four of them occurred within an hour of local sunset – creating mass eyewitnessing and recording. 

15. The first [November 1, 2005] was four hours after sunset and was not observed. The second, four years later on December 10, 2009, was half an hour after sunset and was widely observed. 

16. Coincidentally, this was only one day after the notorious “Norway spiral” UFO, caused by a routine thrust-dumping maneuver of a Russian Bulava solid-fuel sub-launched missile test over the White Sea east of Finland. 

17. Since the Topol warhead test missions involve deploying and spinning up the test nuclear warhead, it too creates a brief but spectacular “space spiral”. And the following summer, as a jettisoned SpaceX “Falcon-9” booster vented excess fuel while slowly tumbling as it passed over eastern Australia at dawn,it too painted a cosmic corkscrew. And so a new UFO legend was born – THE SPACE SPIRALS. Wormholes, HAARP, and other paranormal explanations soared. 

18. The fourth Topol flight on June 7, 2012 [40 minutes after sunset] was seen as far away as Amman, Jordan. The next, on October 10, 2013 [40 minutes before sunset] was widely observed in Russia and – by dumb luck – also by the astronauts aboard ISS who were observing northern lights from the cupola. Two more recent flights [December 27, 2013 and March 4, 2014] were several hours after sunset and not seen. 

19. This current launch was half an hour after sunset, and thus had the same wide-area witnessing and recording. By now, the Russian news media know who the usual suspects are, but many youtube and rutube videos record voices of witnesses still fearing it’s a real UFO. 

20. This is actually nothing new in Russia. For fifty years, the biggest “Soviet UFO flaps” and best cases were actually being triggered by various top secret aerospace experiments and operations. The world’s UFO experts never caught on, and most still haven’t [I did the research and published my results, but ufology yawned and looked away]. The stories became enshrined in the sacred canon of “truly unexplainable” encounters which suggest space alien visitations. 

21. Here’s the awesome joke. These recent tests were so well documented and recorded by private observers that the top secret missile flight path can be reconstructed and analyzed, both by the CIA and by civilian specialists such as me. The same was true, with a bit less visual records, for all those earlier Soviet-era UFO reports. They were an open window, unrecognized by Moscow, into the inner sanctum of their deepest space and missile secrets. – like first-strike space-to-ground nuclear warheads.

22. No wonder then that US intelligence agencies – and free-lance Russian space buffs like me – were so very interested in UFO reports from Russia! It was because we, unlike most of the rest of the world, knew whose spaceships they really were!
