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Can an appreciation 
of the perceptual 
lessons of that mass 
sighting provide a 
reliable bridge 
between major 
unsolved UFO 
reports and some 
previously poorly 
understood prosaic 
stimuli?? 



Observations of anomalous 
observations of October 30, 1963, 
in the European parts of the USSR 

GS Pisarenko & I S Kuznetsova 
N.N. Bernardov & V.I. Korneyev, artists 

S B Limonova, editor 
Kiev 1982  



http://www.jamesoberg.com/10-30-1963_kiev.pdf 

ÅΨ{ŀƳƛȊŘŀǘΩ ǳŦƻƭƻƎȅ 

ÅPrivately circulated 

ÅRecent Russian blog 
revisits and comments 

ÅCompilation only of 
raw observations 

ÅMAY CONSTITUTE A 
άwh{9¢¢! {¢hb9έ Chw 
WORLD UFO STUDIES 
OF HUMAN 
MISPERCEPTION  

Lavishly illustrated private report 
of horizontal fireball swarm over 
Ukraine in 1963 [published 1982] 



Profound Importance of This Report 

-- A significant subset of world UFO reports 
consist of LARGE quiet slow-moving craft 
mounted with lights and emitting trails 
-- More than merely statistical, they are among 
ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊ άǳƴǎƻƭǾŜŘ ŎŀǎŜǎέ 
-- Speculative prosaic explanations that involve 
formation-flying bright objects [aircraft or 
meteor fragments] require a significant degree 
of eyewitness mental misperception, defying 
common sense 
-- This report  persuasively bridges that gap in a 
broad and visually compelling manner  



This explanation was 
only discovered in 2011 
by NASA space debris 
guru Nicholas Johnson. 
The Soviet investigators 
were collecting raw data 
totally in-the-blind.    

Kosmos-20 rocket body ground track  
October 30, 1963 [per Molczan 2014] 
Central area ~15:42 GMT [6:42 pm local] 



Rocket stage that 
caused the fireballs 

Besides being heavy, the stage was 
assembled from components such 
as tanks and rocket nozzles that can 
survive deep into the atmosphere. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=AzNJ6q_E0tw2wM&tbnid=eVC-lES3va0_3M:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.geschichteinchronologie.ch/atmosphaerenfahrt/02_animals-radiation-belts-Torre-Bert-vostok-mercury-ENGL.html&ei=2LAtVMapKsbNggSKi4GgDw&bvm=bv.76802529,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFWTdlbmgJ5agmp4WJtmamr-uhC5A&ust=1412366739271550


NASA UARS demise altitude/range  schematic 

Typical reentry disintegration & scatter 



HOW DOES THIS HALF-CENTURY-OLD 
EVENT CAST LIGHT INTO TODAY?? 

ÅThe unexplained fireball swarm chronicled by this team was, 
we NOW can demonstrate, caused by the atmospheric 
ǊŜŜƴǘǊȅ ƻŦ ŀ {ƻǾƛŜǘ ǎŀǘŜƭƭƛǘŜΩǎ ŘƛǎŎŀǊŘŜŘ ǊƻŎƪŜǘ ǎǘŀƎŜ 

ÅExactly such heavy vehicles break into many dense fragments 
that create a formation-flying pattern of bright lights 

ÅAbout half the witness reports essentially accurately 
described the grouping of meteor-like individual objects 

ÅTHE OTHER HALF OF THE REPORTS DESCRIBE A LARGE FLYING 
VEHICLE WITH LIGHTS AND JETS ARRANGED ON ITS BODY 

ÅThe actual shape of that perceived body varied enormously, 
ǘƻ ŀ ǎǘŀǊǘƭƛƴƎƭȅ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ άŦƛƭƭ-ƛƴέ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŀƭ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ 



Examples:  
Fireball crosses sky 



Gradation of perceptual patterns 
ÅThe following pages present selected illustrations 

from the original report 
ÅThey are grouped [by me] typologically by shapes 
ÅActual report types appear randomly scattered 

across the region and from observers of many 
different professions 
ÅSince the flight path bisected the region, some 

observers saw the phenomenon west of them 
moving right-to-left, some saw it east of them 
ÅThe reports represent those observers who came 

forward to talk with investigators, and may not be 
a random sample of all observers [the more 
ΨŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅΩ ǾƛŜǿǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘϐ   



Fireball swarm perceptions 



Fireball swarm 
with outer edge 


