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Holiday Greetings to One and All
WHAT NEXT? Nov 2S quote by Boris Paton
in PRAVDA: Successes "create the nec-
essary preconditions for" a qualita-
tively new step in space conquest —
the transition -from long--term orbital
stations regularly visited by replace-
ment crews to a multiteam, permanently
manned orbital compl ex,, " Viktor' Blaqov
(Dec. H quotation) !; ''Preparations have
oequn in -c ne ucjijK 'tor a new so ace
expedition scheduled for next year,: '•'
T H REE: - MAM CREW i N :: .3 4: s a i y u t - 7 '•' <=.
.-. „_ i- .: .: '! •! ••u i Li i i. w .i. i i i j •/ early next yea r be i o w
e n o u q r i t o a i i o w a t h r e e—rri a n ci o v LA z — T t. o
reach it. Aleksandrcv at F't?;; "In the
"fUtur e i, wi "cPi an i ncrease i n 'c.ne numDer
of the expedition,, the narrow 'special —
i z a v. i o n p r i n c i o i e w i i i „ 1t a p p e a r's -., b e
basic. „ ., , CKosmos—1443J can also be
seen as a possibility tor increasing
the number of the crew and thus expan-
ding trie possibilities of r
"ANOTHER DIFFICULT LANDING: Quiet con-
'i" i r mat i on o-t- "di-}• +i cuj. "c meteorological
c o n d:-; t i c; n s " (Ale k s a n d r- o v * s w o r d s „ a t
,—. tf~ j—. /— .— r~ -̂. ,-••, .i" r-. "- r—. t-\ ,—. T-',.—. f- "5 'T' "', " ;.-•' ~: ,•' r- i i— - / ' , -'" ',
=..; I cr —• -:• L. '..J! 1 t * r , ~" t i >„_ Tr i./ S C i -,~ / ;; ! ••. i- \ M C.' v ..i.O /

r e p o r' t. s t h at c r" e w s p e n t f i r ~. t n :! a h t.
inside recovery vehicle at fog
s h r o u d e d landing site! T' R LJ D ( N o v 25)

b e f o r e la n d i n q , b u. t f o c:;
u n e x p e c t e d"! y a n d c e i 1 i n q

150 mete r s at t ou c f i d ow r s. Pub1ish ed
I

photo of cosmonauts still in suits
(EG,, AWS/ST)was taken in daylight,, with
paved BU rface i r i b a ckgr o u n d — t he men
had re m a i n ed i n their su it s a I1 n i qht.
FUEL LEAK CONFIRMED, DOWNPLAYED,, At
QS<A after PC Dec 12, Shatalov told
Western journalists., "There was a leak
Q-f- some amount of fuel ,, but the sta —
1.1 o n c o n t i n u e d to be viable and t h a t
part of the system was excluded,,
s w i t c h e d off,, '' N o t r e D o r t e d i n So v i e t
press,, Dut rioscow wor 1 d oervi ce i n
English quoted, "There was also a
slight leak of the propel, lants of one

b u t. t h e i n c. i d e r • t d i d n •" t
trie flight or the re—

n, " L v a k h o v ;; '' T'
..affect eir.
sea r c h p r oq

LYAKHOv ON LAUNCH ABORTS At PC. "In---
deed,, a taurichiRQ' was planned for"
Septer' ~r 26 [sic! Moscow Time] and it
is i.ru..ieed true there was an accident,
and indeed,, our flight lasted longer
and the program work was expanded and
adjusted because of the accident,,"
None of thi-.s has apparently appeared
anywhere in" the Soviet press,
western news agencies (AR» UP!,
etc) c a rrie d it.
EiOYUZ-T LIFETIME; LIMITS: R yum in (TRUD
Nov 25) confirms that when Soyuz "I" —
was launched its "service life" was
c o n sider e d to b e o n1 • y 120 d a y s„ S u. b s e -

e q u i p m e n t a 1 i o wed e x t e n s i o n o t t n i ~,
value,, "If we ha-ci the slightest doubt

f u r'i c t i Q i"i., w e w o u. 1 d have s e n t a r e s c u e

MORE AUlivST REPORTS; Dec 12
counts electrical power
which threatened viability of station
(in nai d—September J. was toi d "Salyut—7
is in a Skylab—like situation" with
respect to a severe power shortaq'e) ,,
E v A p r e p a r a t i o n d e t a i 1 s (AW S/ S T c 1 a i m s
L.S-:A were NOT trained to this task.,

----- 1 tend to: believe AW&ST on this),,
.i. a u n c ri s. D o r t o e t. a i Is '-. t n e i a u n c n e s
cane system NE'ARLY did not w o r k : / , , and

: t h a t t h e T i t o v / S t i" e k a 1 o '$." ( E'. I IL L.

NOT extended and a mi d-~November
I a n d i n q ha d a 1 w a. v s been p 1 a n n e a ....... - b u t
t i"i is c a n n o t be a c c u ""ate ,, t r cm r e a. s t j n s

it at ion. I believe the mission was
extended some 3O— 35 days (this sug-
gests the planned T— V/T-10 overlap was
to have been 20—25 days' ) .

i s c o d e ~ n a m s d B U R A N ( S N U \f i S "i" 0 R r 1 - ..... a I s o
t. h e c a 1 1 s i q n o f F i 1 i p c: h e n k c „ b v t h e
way) and "is expected to make its
-first flight next year"",, Report (by
Stan lev Wellborn,, I believe) i-eceiv
w 1 1 i"i i i"i c: r" ed u 1 1 1 y b ut i '' m t- o j. i o w i n q u.n „

'



^ALYUT-7: Rev 96O9,, E)ec IS/0918, 76
GMT, 344. 14 -W. P=90.92 min. WSR=23,, 121
cleg/rev.
TYURATAM PHOTOGRAPHS: STS-9/Spacel ab-1
passed repeatedly over the USSR. 'Hand-
held 70-mm photographs were obtained
of many sites including excellent
views over Tyuratam (2O— meter resolu-
tion), showing (inter alia) massive
VAB-type structures and one enigmatic
tall, thin object and shadow. Details
and how— to— get— them instructions to
•foil ow.
DEAD COSMONAUTS IDENTIFIED: Reliable
report received on training fatality
(plane crash) of cosmonaut— trainee
"Tokov" (first name possibly " Anato-
li iv") in late 19 60s soon after his
selection, -aged mid— 30s, formerly a
test pilot. An independent source., now
in Israel, tells of the death in a
pressure chamber fire of cosmonaut
"Boyko or Boychenko", soon after Gaga—
rin rs flight. It was Shatalov who
privately told Stafford in 1974 that
'"six or eight" trainee cosmonauts had
lost their lives in accidents? this
report has since appeared in Sheldon
works and Shatalov was source. The
only Soviet cosmonaut -program death
known to me since 1971 is Bui Thinh
Li em., backup Vietnamese cosmonaut,
killed in plane crash the year after
that mission was flown.
BIG BOOSTERS: I continue to be assured
that both the new large booster and
the new intermediate booster can be
expected to fly at any time.
EDITORIAL PHILOSOPHY: "Cosmogram" is
not for subscription. I send it gratis
to p e o p 1 e a c t i v e t he Soviet space
s 1 e u t h i. n g a r e n a. I. cannot predict h o w
long I will keep this up but I enjoy

"-• :?'<' ~- u rn m a r i z i n g r a w m a t e r i a. 1 as 11 a p p e a r s
and collecting comments on it. Those
of you who get it are invited to
submit brief notices for inclusion in
future ^ssues (if any) . E<ack issues
are not available. Information herein
may be distributed further with proper
pst-t-r i hi if i rin _

Here is what I see
o anyone with other

sup p1emen t each

s.ttr i buti on
RESOURCE SUMMARY:
i n m y r e s e a r c h , s o
r e s o u r c e s c a n h e 1 p
or her PRAVDA, QGONYOK,

l< o s m o n a v t i k a., h o r e i g n B r o a d c a s t In f o r -
mat ion Service (Soviet radio/"TV re-
ports on space-flight), Soviet News
Abstracts Publication (SNAP, from FID,
Foreign T e c h n o1ogy Division, Wr i g ht-
Patterson AFB, which abstracts reports
from Soviet print media), JPRS (Joint
Publications Research Service) trans--
1 a. t i o n s of s e 1 e c t e d w or-], d 1 i t e r a. t u r e
a n S o v i e t s p s. c e, A v 1 a t i o n We e k a n d
Space T e ch n o1ogy (AW&S T) , Aer o spac e
Daily, UP I wire, •AP wire (usually),
5PACEFLIGHT, occasional NOVOSTI sto-
ries (sent by the DC USSR embassy),
occasional books and postcard sets
gathered ha p h a z e. r d 1 y..
MORE AW&ST -- December 19 issue had
this item from "Washington Staff":
"During a Moscow news conference, the
Soviets also confirmed the existence
of a Russian space shuttle program.,,,.,,
Another program pub1i c1y acknow!edged
by the Soviets last week is develop-
ment of a Saturn 5 class booster and
large new space station elements plan-
ned for launch on it. The Soviets are
in final launch preparations for the
booster„„ None of the other western
news agencies represented at the press
conference reported this, to my
knowledge.
HELP S t i 11 h a. v e o b t. a i n e d N Li
nal photographs or drawings of Kosmos-
1 4 4 3 , a n d n o t one s i g n i f i c a n t detail
about the landing craft configuration.
CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS — UP I "story by-
Daniel Gil. more, 11/19/83, reported on
censored testimony last March before
the House appropriations subcommittee
on defense. Robert Cooper, head of
DARPA, was asked about any new sput-
niks. He replied, "All of that space
ac t i v i t y 3. ead s an e to b e 1 i eve t hat t h e
Soviets have some grand
scheme. ... [They 3 are building compo-
nent s wh i c h ap p ar en 1 1 y c ou Id c ome
together into several different kinds
of new spaces-launch vehicles. They are
building at the same time (number
deleted) brand new space-launch com-
plexes that are as large and complex
as the ones that we are building at

o r tle prog r a m .


