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Background reading
http://www.jamesoberg.com/Topol_Test_with_images.pdf
http://www.jamesoberg.com/ISS_crew_spots_second_russian_rocket_rev_c.pdf 

After several spectacular observations from the 
ISS cupola in recent years of missile/rocket 
ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ΨƛŘŜŀƭΩ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ 
[observer in shadow, plume backlit by over-the-
horizon sun], I got to wondering how many earlier 
reports from space crews might also have been 
serendipitous views of unexpected rockets.  This is 
ŀ ǎǳƳƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǎƻ ŦŀǊΦ

http://www.jamesoberg.com/


Similar previous perceptions

ÅGround eyewitness reports on 2015 Trident ICBM launch 
http://satobs.org/seesat_ref/misc/misperceiving_missiles.pdf

ÅObservations of BaykonurSoyuz launch from ISS [2015] 
http://satobs.org/seesat_ref/misc/Soyuz_launch_4.pdf

ÅPlesetsklaunch observed from ISS [2014] 
http://www.jamesoberg.com/ISS_crew_spots_second_russi
an_rocket_rev_c.pdf

ÅRussian ICBM observed from ISS [2014-2015]
Åhttp://satobs.org/seesat_ref/misc/KYSS-12.pdf
Åhttp://www.jamesoberg.com/KYSS-13.pdf

http://satobs.org/seesat_ref/misc/misperceiving_missiles.pdf
http://satobs.org/seesat_ref/misc/Soyuz_launch_4.pdf
http://www.jamesoberg.com/ISS_crew_spots_second_russian_rocket_rev_c.pdf
http://satobs.org/seesat_ref/misc/KYSS-12.pdf
http://www.jamesoberg.com/KYSS-13.pdf


COSMONAUTS 
AS OBSERVERS
[Salyut-6, 7]

NOTE WORLD MAP WITH CURRENT 
& FUTURE LOCATION INDICATOR

tbd.  



Bart Hendrickxon 
Russian space-based 

missile watching
Å email: May 11, 2016 5:35:21 PM

Å Observations of missile launches by cosmonauts under the code-name 
άSvinetsέ ό[ŜŀŘύ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ±ƻǎƪƘƻŘ-3 and the 7K-VI military 
spacecraft, but neither made it off the ground and eventually the 
ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǘǊƻƛƪŀέ {ƻȅǳȊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ мфсфΦ

Å [General] Kamaninmentions such observations from Salyut-1 in his diary 
entries for 24 and 25 June 1971. There are some rumors that the crew also 
saw the third N-м ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƻƴ нт WǳƴŜΣ ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ 
confirmed. 

Å From scattered sources it looks like missile observations were continued on 
all the civilian Salyut stations (Salyut-1, 4, 6 and 7). These also had the code-
ƴŀƳŜ άSvinetsέ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ άLƴǘŜƎǊŀƭέ όŦǊƻƳ {ŀƭȅǳǘ-6) and 
άhƪǘŀƴǘ-мέ όŦǊƻƳ {ŀƭȅǳǘ-7) . 



Hendrickx-- 2 of 3
ÅLƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎ ǿƛǘƘ άNovostikosmonavtikiέ Klimukand Kovalyonok

have confirmed missile observations from Salyut-4 and Salyut-6. 
Kovalyonoksays missile observations from Salyut-6 were carried 
out with the BST-1M telescope, which (officially at least) was 
primarily used for astronomical observations and atmospheric 
studies. 

Å Viktor Savinykhbriefly mentions missile observations from Salyut-6 
in his on-board diary on 4 and 6 May 1981. The Salyut-6 and Salyut-
7 experiments included observations of missiles in the midcourse 
phase and during re-entry. 

Å There were also UV observations of missile and satellite re-entries 
from Mir under the code-ƴŀƳŜ άZasechkaέΦ 

Å{ƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǿƻǊƪ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άtƛƻƴέ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ 
instruments on the Kosmos-1686 TKS vehicle launched to Salyut-7 
ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άOktavaέ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƻŦ aƛǊΩǎ 
Spektrmodule before that got cancelled. 

Å Crews were trained for the missile observations at NII-2 in Kalinin 
(now Tver). Three cosmonauts of the 1967 Air Force intake 
(Porvatkin, Alekseyev and Burdayev, all former NII-2 officers) were 
closely involved in this work.



Hendrickx-- 3 of 3
ÅLΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ άŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴέ Salyuts. One question to be answered is if and how 
the missile observations carried out by cosmonauts contributed to 
the development of sensors for early warning satellites. 

ÅL ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ άǇŀǎǎƛǾŜέ 
in the sense that the cosmonauts observed backgrounds rather 
than actual missile plumes. These observations may have been 
ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛǎŜ ƻŦ άŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊƛŎ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎέΦ

Å I guess similar observations must have been conducted from 
/ƘŜƭƻƳŜƛΩǎmilitary Salyuts(AlmazύΣ ōǳǘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ 
seeing that confirmed.

Å

Å Note that the first (known) observations of missile launches from 
manned spacecraft were conducted by the Gemini-5 and Gemini-7 
crews in 1965. The Gemini-5 crew observed a Minuteman launch 
and the Gemini-7 crew a Minuteman and a Polaris SLBM launch.



Suspected reports
WǳƴŜ мпΣ мфул  άƴŜŀǊ ƳƛŘƴƛƎƘǘέ  ώнмΥлл gmt]
Popov & Ryumin

Åaŀȅ рΣ мфум   άŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ с taέ  ώмрΥлл gmt]
Salyut-6, Vladimir Kovalyonok

Åмфун ΨǎǇŀŎŜ ǿŀǊ ƎŀƳŜΩ

Å{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нтΣ мффл   άннΥрлέ    aƛǊ



Did orbiting cosmonauts spot TOP SECRET 
South African or Israeli missile test?

Cosmonaut Vladimir Kovalyonokreported strange 
morphing shape during 1981 Salyut space mission

http://www.ufoevidence.org/cases/case396.htm

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=zKaG0pZzdJepkM&tbnid=VUfvPq3eWYVPIM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.thelivingmoon.com/49ufo_files/03files2/1981_Russian_Cosmonaut_UFO_Salyut_6_Space_Station.html&ei=DXWzU7LTDJamyATGnoL4Dg&bvm=bv.70138588,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNG0UpKYl5cjYyawmgNUv9U_E8sDWA&ust=1404356225872672
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=BvPhWlPhCNq9kM&tbnid=kZFIEJmoEIBRqM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.shutterstock.com/zh/s/astronaut%2Bold%2Brussian%2Bsuit/search.html&ei=9-m2U5XUEtaSqAaoxICwDw&bvm=bv.70138588,d.b2k&psig=AFQjCNHnPrSvb_mf8W_jw17BSDLm_dlaew&ust=1404582657624384


http://www.openminds.tv/russian -cosmonauts-ufo-sightings-and-statements/859

Å άhƴ May 5, 1981, we were in orbit [in the Salyut-6]. I saw an object that 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭŜ ŀƴȅ ŎƻǎƳƛŎ ƻōƧŜŎǘǎ LΩƳ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘΦ 

Å It was a round object which resembled a melon, round and a little bit 
elongated. In front of this object was something that resembled a gyrating 
ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŎƻƴŜΣ L Ŏŀƴ ŘǊŀǿ ƛǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜΦ 

Å The object resembles a barbell. I saw it becoming transparent and like with a 
ΨōƻŘȅΩ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜƴŘ L ǎŀǿ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ Ǝŀǎ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎƛƴƎΣ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ 
reactive object. Then something happened that is very difficult for me to 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǇƘȅǎƛŎǎΧ 

Å I have to recognize that it did not have an artificial origin. It was not artificial 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀǘǘŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊƳΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΧ ǘƛƎƘǘŜƴƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ ǇǳƭǎŀǘƛƴƎΦ 

Å Then as I was observing something happened, two explosions. One explosion, 
and then 0.5 seconds later, the second part exploded. I called my colleague 
Viktor [SavinykhϐΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ

Å ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊǎΚ CƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΥ ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǳōƻǊōƛǘŀƭ 
ǇŀǘƘΣ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛǘΦThere were two clouds, 
like smoke, that formed a barbell. It came near me and I watched it. 

Å Then we entered into the shade for two or three minutes after this happened. 
²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀŘŜ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦBut during a certain 
ǘƛƳŜΣ ǿŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŀŦǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ



COSMONAUT MAJOR GENERAL VLADIMIR KOVALYONOK: 

Michael Hesemann, International UFO Congress (2002) 

Å The encounter you asked me about happened on May 5, 1981, at about 6 PM, during 
the Salyut Mission. At that time we were over the area of South Africa, moving towards 
the area of the Indian ocean. 

Å I just made some gymnastic exercises, when I saw in front of me, through a porthole, an 
object which I could not explain. 

Å It is impossible to determine distances in Space. A small object can appear large and far 
away and the other way around. Sometimes a cloud of dust appears like a large object. 

Å Anyway, I saw this object and then something happened I could not explain, something 
impossible according to the laws of Physics. The object had this shape, elliptical, and 
flew with us. From a frontal view it looked like it would rotate in flight direction. 

Å It only flew straight, but then a kind of explosion happened, very beautiful to watch, of 
golden light. This was the first part. Then, one or two seconds later, a second explosion 
followed somewhere else and two spheres appeared, golden and very beautiful.

Å After this explosion I just saw white smoke, then a cloud-like sphere. Before we entered 
the darkness, we flew through the terminator, the twilight-zone between day and night. 

Å We flew eastwards, and when we entered the darkness of the Earth shadow, I could not 
see them any longer. The two spheres never returned. 



˿͍͙͔͔͒ͭ͡Έ͍ͫͭͦ ͍ͦͫͣͦͤ͊ͭ͊͟ ˴͍͔ͦ͊ͤ͊͟͡ ͦ͋ 
˹˶˻ ͤ͊ ͙͔ͦͪ͋ͭ ͯ;͔ͤ·ͻ ͔ͤ ͙͔͔͔ͤͭͪͫͯͭ
CosmonautYƻǾŀƭȅƻƴƻƪΩǎUFO sighting 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ 
Lev Hudoi //   Published on May 31, 2014

[graphic of concept of KovalyonokUFO. Source unknown]

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTdKNkA-SHA 1:18

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5oxKjevgTVe3EBK_xGYxgA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTdKNkA-SHA


YƻǾŀƭȅƻƴƻƪΩǎ
logbook

[decipher]





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3CyuPRJ1s8I04:10

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3CyuPRJ1s8I


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTdKNkA-SHA 2:09

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTdKNkA-SHA


The UFO 
version

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VyQ-SUf39PQ

Kovalyonokdescribed a 
soft conical form with 
an inner tube that then 
suddenly appeared as 
two connected globes.
[MORE]



UFO 
part 2

The two globes then 
drifted apart with a 
line connecting them, 
then first one and 
then the other faded.



Is there any significance 
to a triple coincidence?

Å1. Kovalyonokreported the event occurred just passing into 
9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎƘŀŘƻǿΣ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƳŀƭ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ 
observing nearby sunlit material and plumes.

ÅнΦ {ŀƭȅǳǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ 
missile test range at Overberg and over Prince Marion Island.

Å3. It was during this period that Israel was assisting the 
apartheid regime in developing and testing Jericho-class solid-
fuel missiles to deliver a prototype atomic weapon. 
http://www.nti.org/country-profiles/south-africa/delivery-systems/

Specific launch dates for this TOP SECRET project remain highly 
classified, and records may even have been totally destroyed 
when the regime relinquished power.



OVERBERG
The Overberg Test Range (OTR) was 
developed by the Houwteqcompany  
in the 1980's as part of South Africa's 
ballistic missile program. It was 
located at the southernmost tip of 
Africa on the south-eastern coast of 
ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ /ŀǇŜ ŀǘ [ŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ опх орέ 
{ ŀƴŘ [ƻƴƎƛǘǳŘŜ нл х мфέ  9Φ 

Connection with YƻǾŀƭȅƻƴƻƪΩǎreport 
remains speculative and needs a lot 
more work and more luck.

APPROXIMATE TRACK OF 
SOVIET SPACE STATION



Salyut-6 passing west-to-east 
south of Africa, entering shadow

May 5, 1981, plot courtesy Ted Molczan



Confirmed by wolframalpha.com



Artwork vaguely similar to 
KapYarRussian missile 

warhead tests

ÅShapes and sizes

ÅDynamic elongation changes

Å Identical illumination conditions

ÅSignificant memory/perceptual garble?

[left top] TV artist concept of 
Kovalenok1981 sighting
[left lower] YƻǾŀƭŜƴƻƪΩǎown 
sketch of 1981 sighting

[Right top]  ISS photo of 
missile plume, 2013 
[right middle] Omsk photo of 
missile plume, 2013 
[right lower] Tashkent photo 
of missile plume, 2013 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=zKaG0pZzdJepkM&tbnid=VUfvPq3eWYVPIM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.thelivingmoon.com/49ufo_files/03files2/1981_Russian_Cosmonaut_UFO_Salyut_6_Space_Station.html&ei=DXWzU7LTDJamyATGnoL4Dg&bvm=bv.70138588,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNG0UpKYl5cjYyawmgNUv9U_E8sDWA&ust=1404356225872672


˿͍͙͔͔͒ͭ͡Έ͍ͫͭͦ ͦ͋ ˹˶˻ ͍ͦͫͣͦͤ͊ͭ͊͟ 
˴͍͔ͦ͊ͤ͊͟͡Σ ͍͒͊͗͒· ˥͔ͪͦΎ ˿˿˿˾

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3CyuPRJ1s8I

ÅMegaNewinfo--˹˶˻ ˴͍͔ͦ͊ͤͦ͟͡

ÅPublished on Aug 8, 2015  [aired 2013]

ÅObservation interval                         
16:52 to 16:55 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJ9-taNE6xEzQxnmO1_YOBQ


Kovalyonok2013 sketch

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3CyuPRJ1s8I03:50

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3CyuPRJ1s8I

