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"l\,lission 3A and Mission 3B', from JSC-07896 vol lll, 'Space Shuiil€
Baseline Referonco Missions, JSC lntornal Note No. 73-FM-47, Md 26,
1973.

Sludy Guide: Ono of ths €arly shutilo mission concepts was lor a very
shori mililary mission in high inclinalion orbit. Ths AF was n€ver clear
about just WHAT was to be depoyed or retrleved but it was probqbly
somelhing likely ro gor tho Bussans BEALLY mad, which is why the
shutlle would have io land immediaielv afterwards. This mission was a
r€nd€zvols design driver lor a lew years bul about 1976-7 lh€ Pentagon
said "Nsver Mindl" and nobody ever lhought ol it again.

' Points lo Ponde.: The mission proiile looks a lol like the very eatllest
concepts lor spaco stalion fendezvous, way back in th€ eady 1950's. Note
ihe similarilies in ierminal guldance iechnlques (as if th€ int€rv€ning
1wo decades hadn'l ev€n happenedD. Note also thai th€ 't€ndezvpus
sensor" was still nol soeciti€d and that the shuille's control aris was
therefofe nol known,

Footnoles to History: Rererences to RCS pums p.oblsms appearcd at
least this oafly (see lhenr?). The inveniion ol "DAP LOW Z'was on€
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