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WHITHER SoLYUT-77%7 Is the Sal-
vk really decommissionsd? The
TEEE tent (Mar 01 wasi "fAs the
planmed program of work aboard
the Salvot-7 orbital station
Fas besn folfilled in its en-
tirety, the station is now
deactivated and continues its
flight in an avtomatic regime’
[at least one version of the
broasdoast TASEYE account ledfh out
the phrase "in its entirety”l.
There were reports the stabtion
was radio silent and drifting,
but a series of viswual obhserva-
tions by me and friends showed
it to be not tumbling. Radio
ailence is nob unusual for the
Long unmanned mission phazes.
A iF bthe station were to be
abandoned, wouldn™t it be de-
orbrd bed? dnswert No, recall
Salvut-4 was allowsd to natw -
ally decay until only hours
before resentry, when its en+
ginsi{s) got switched on for the
southern Facifioc dump. Yet now
we are faced with rumors of a
sudden major svstems bhreakdown
aboard the station. My inclina-
tion is that the station was
not suppossd to be decommis-
mioned this veasr {(else why the
tremendous effort to repalr the
plumbing last yvesrT), in anti-
cipation of further visits to
it. IF nmow in fact it has bean
wiritten off, it could be a vear
o omore before we see anobther
Soviet manned spaceflight, Bo-
vz T—13.

SEVITSEAYA O WOMERND The Jan 22
Fomsomolskava Fravda in Lithua-
nian carries these remarks by
Svetlanad "The number of woman
i the cosmonaut detachment is
fairly larges, and they repre-
sent the most diverse special-
ties. I am swe that flights by
these women will tabke place.
Doubts about the possibility ar
the need of having women wark

CFPROTON UNVEILED!!

in space have now been dispel-
led once and for all. I am also
sure that the volume of opera-
tions performed in open space
will increase from mission to
mission.” Rex Hall reports that
in an interview with Air et
Cosmos at the IAF in Lausanne,
she said there were ten women
in the program.

FRENCH SALYUT KMP-COMET EXPERI-
MENT. At the Lunar/Flanetary
Srience Conference here in Hou-
ston, J-F. Bibring et al. gave
a paper on their comet dust
capture experiment. The box
will be sent to a Salvut aboard
a Progress, and exposed on the
exterior in October by EVA; to
capture dust from the comet
Giacobini—Zinner. The crew will
EVA again to retrieve the box
and return it to Earth aboard a
Soyuz. The boxes will be re-
launched for Halley dust col-
lection in May (sic?) 1986. bHo
was this to have been aboard
Galyut-7, or is a new Salyut to
be expected by October?
C.F.VICE RECOGNIZED BY N.Y.-

TIMES Eudos to Charlie Vick for

the great profile of him in the
B4Dec?S edition. It praised the
‘dapper” space sleuth for his
"Froton’ drawings.
S0 wae've
finally seen the Proton, in the
Vega launch sequences. But so
far I"wve only seen the video-
tape of liftoff, no clear pho-
tographs. They cannot be far
Behind!
COSMOMAUT ANOEHINT Rex Hall
reports that Fubasov’™s book
Touch Space says eighth engi-
neer cosmonaut from 1968
{19647 selection was Bergey
Mikolayevich Anokhin, who later
dropped out for medical rea-
sons. He was an AF colonel,
Hero of the USSR, with the
Eorolev Bur., and was aged 5&!
BARSUEOY BARES ALL, At the same
unar/planetary conterence
kere, Soviet scientists dis—




closed amazingly detailed plans
for next series of desp-space
probes. In June 1988 will be
two Mars orbiters which will
also perform FPhobos rendervous
and {(possibly) landings: i+f
first attempt worbks, sscond
spacecratt will go to Deimos.
In 198990 will be a lunar
polar orbiter to perform whole-—
body catalog of geochemical
nature of swface, including
search for polar ice caps in
always—~dark craters. In 1991 is
planned (not vet approved)
long-lived Venus lander with
French hitchhiker for asteroid
Vesta) rendezvous and may b
landing. These incredibly e~
plicit disclosures seem to me
to be a sign of willingness to
expand international coopera-—
tion. .
SHUTTLE-SALYUT MARES TIME. No
progress on White House propo-
sals for a near—-term shuttle
rendezvous with a Salvut {arny
Salyut). No Soviet FESDOTSE,
but no rejection either. Candi-
date mission is Vance Brands
tlight, Bpacelab-4 (Life Sci-
ences 1) in January, whose
arbital inclination was re-
cently changed from 28 tg 57
degrees,

My EAL-007 "spnyv scenaria" refu-—
tation article has tfinally ap-
peared in London in the 1/7
1985 issue of Defence Attache,
published March 18. I°d be
abliged to anvone who sends
clippings of any news media
attention it engenders. Also,
the same article appearaed in
the 1/2 issue of Strana i Mir,
the Russian anti-Soviet emi gre
publication in Murnchen, BRD.
We’ll see what reaction it gets
inside the USSR

SUMMER TIME. USSR continues to
bounce around the changeover
from standard (UT+3) to summer
(UT+4) time, begun in 1980,
This vear’s change will be
Sunday, March 31, at 02:00

Moscow Time. Clocks will
"spring ahead". It used to be
April 1 no matter what day of
the weesk it wasi this change is
supposaed to make it consistent
with obhsr BEuropean countries.
COSMONAUT RANES. & roster in
the January "85 issue of Bvia-
Esive i Fosmonaviika gave cur-
rent military ranks of $1own
cosnonauts. Lt. Generals were:®
Titov,6.3 Beregovovi Shatalowv.
Maji. Generals were: Mikolavev,
Fopovich, Leonov, Shonin, Fil-
ipchenko, Gorbatko, and Elimuk.
Evervbody else (total 21) were
full colonels.

HAFFY ANNOUNCEMENT: baby John
Micholas was born safely on
November Z1. Thanks for all the
well-wishing and concern.

BOOKWORK: The magnum opus [BH)

Qﬁgg@gg Space, human life a—
board permanent space stations,
co-authored with Alcestis
("Cooky") Oberg, has been com—
pleted. McGraw-Hill is to pub-—
lish it late this vear. Also
completed is Soviet Space
shots: Confrontation or Coop-
Lon in Space. a review of
recent Soviet military, manred,
and planetary activityi my &~
gent thinks it can also be
published by sarly next vear.
On April 18 at the end of the
CES-TV mini-series "Space',
author James Michener is to
discuss "Further Reading Recom-
mended by Library of Congress",
and my Mission to Mars will be
ane of three such books sug-
gested. Whoopes!

CONCLUSTION: My apologies to
many non-subscribers who have
been asking me for material in
recent months and have gotten
no response from me. I have
finally gotten my head above
water, and am beginning to
respond at last. Thanks for the
compassionate understanding!




