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Pad railway to nowhere??

Wheelway for the mobile launch
platform runs the entire length of
the concrete pad apron, but except
for a small segment nearest the

pl atformds | aunch
recessed run appears to be bricked
In, perhaps to provide flush apron
surface for wheeled crossing traffic.

.

So what is
It for, then?




NBC News took partinaby-i nvi tati on visit to N

project, which was part of the 100" anniversary of birth of Kim Il Sung




We were there for ten days, led by correspondent Richard Engel




NBCOs North Korean n

Hotel conference center
was turned over to the
visiting journalists as a
Opress center
with adequate Internet.




Producing the o001 nsi de

Live shots were from
the patio just outside
the hotel, on an island
In the middle of ariver.

TV broadcasts were relayed througha &
satellite link controlled by the DPRK
government, subject to their whims.



In New York, the North Korean UN Ambassador explicitly invited
NBC to fibring a rocket experto with thei
Eventsd producers spent about 20 seconds
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| agreed. It had been my idea from the moment
| learned that the general invitation was issued.
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This clearly
was going to §
be fun, and a

real challenge
In SO many e~
different ways JESSSSS
[here, at the i
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| was the only technical expert to accompany any
of the news teams that were approved to come.
As such | became the particular focus of the
proclamations of North Korean space officials.




Tally ho. Rocket
In sight at Sohae.

OrtUnately’
the weather
was Splendid
forthe entire
“duration, . o
especially the
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The North Korean space adventure

A Setting the stage

A Getting there

A The cultural context

A A little history

A The secret space launch site i Sohae

AThe fiGeneral Control C
A Preparing to observe

A Launch day i Friday the 13t of April

A Open questions



Setting the stage

—~ormal description of the press tour

A
A Formal warnings of rocket stage impact
ocations as hazards to navigation

A Formal by-name invitation enabled
application for Chi ne




Description of press tour [March 28]

DPRK's Korean Committee for Space Technology's Space
Development Department Vice Director [unnamed] on 28 March,
reported by Pyongyang KCNA atl10:43 GMT Mar 28, 2012.

NForeign experts and reporters to
Sohae Satellite Launching Station to witness carrier rocket Unha-3
on the launching pad and Kwangmyongsong-3 . 0

NnNThey will watch the preparation
with satellite on It I n the Gener
nThey will also visit the Gener al
Centre in Pyongyang and see the satellite being launched in a

rel evant pl ace. 0

nWe will organize special visits
to show with transparency the peaceful, scientific and technological
nature of the satellite. o



Notice to Airmen/Mariners
[standard warning to traffic]

NAVAREA NO.12-0174 Date:2012/03/19 12 UTC

YELLOW SEA AND NORTH PACIFIC, LUZON.
ACCORDING TO INFORMATION FROM NORTH
KOREA VIA IMO, ROCKET LAUNCHING.
IMPACT HOUR 2200Z TO 0300Z COMMENCING
DAILY 11 TO 15 APR.
IMPACT AREAS BOUNDED BY
A. 35-12-25N 124-52-23E

35-12-13N 124-30-34E

35-55-20N 124-32-10E

35-55-10N 124-50-25E.
B. 15-08-19N 124-46-15E

15-09-35N 123-45-27E

19-24-32N 123-54-26E

19-23-08N 124-45-13E.
CANCEL THIS MSG 150400Z APR.




Chi na O0trans.

In-and-out twice with no business conducted during transit
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Visa for North Korea [DPRK] entry
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This required a by-name invitation, and 2
had to be personally picked up at the i W
embassy in Beijing. Politeness helped.




Getting there

A Crossing the Pacific

A Last leg to Pyongyang via Antonov-22
AAiNot in Kansas any
A Moving a film crew i big challenge

A Our arrival big local news

A Getting credentials and badges

M (



ACROSS THE PACIFIC
Kamchatka, Okhotsk,
Sakhal i1 n, M a
Bei Ji1 ngos nC




AIR KORYO BRINGS us
to Pyongyang, DPRK

Surprise meeting there with space
journalists Yuri Karash [Russia}
and Christian Lardier [France]




Half of our camera luggage

@
« ¥

Note: Even the
luggage CART
was part of our
0checked
| uggageod




KCNA = Official North Korean news agency 1 the arrival of the
O0f oreign observersod was big news




My documents:

ispace c obadger | t

BUT
no O6presso a

‘ | : "
S (Centenary of the Birth of president Kim 1l Sung
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The cultural context

ASwar ms of for ei®n pwairs
ABanquet t alkkimisegifsord tgt
AThe regul ar cafeteri:z
A We demand rockets!! [street poster]

AHunting a O0typical st
AThe invisible eyesor e
ACl umsy O6hi dingbo
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5 miifll

3 rA

A WE L COMEhe only sign in English we ever saw
on the city streets T and it was only temporary.




Special banquet rooms
for foreign admirers of
Kim Il Sung and progeny




Communists of
the world have
few places left
to go to party
and pig out

04/15/2012\




regul ar cafeteri a &

We were allowed this much every
noon, and we had to ask for it




We demand
rockets!!

The slogan reads "Let's raise the spirits of winners

and build a strong and prosperous nat.i
[below] My photo from the bus

[lower right] AP photo from right in front




