
óYasniyô ï military surplus rockets 
on an active nuclear weapons site 
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The Yasniy Space Launch Site 

Genesis-II launch campaign: June 27-29, 2007 

ÅWhere is it? 

ÅWhat is the area like? 

ÅWhy are there rockets there? 

ÅWhat is launched from there? 

ÅWhy and how? 

ÅWhat payload on June 28? 

ÅWhat is the significance of this  
 new orbital capability? 



Is it really ñSiberiaò? óDaô and óNyetô 



Orenburg Region 
crosses the Ural Mountains 

European side                            Asian side 

ʆʈʉʂ 



óYasniy is in 
the middle of 
RS-20 ICBM 
field called 
ñDombarovskiyò 
 
(every colored 
dot is a silo with 
nuclear missile) 

Town of Yasniy 



From GoogleEarth, 

the weird óearlobesô 

across the ground ï 

what was their 

association with the 

missile activities? 

In preparation for the trip I made intensive Internet 

searches for information about the area. I also 

made sure that I was NOT carrying copies of the 

maps and space-based imagery WITH me when I 

got there ï might be awkward to have to explain. 



Itôs not easy to get there 

 

OR 

ñYes, I said Orsk,  

not Omsk.ò 

In a bizarre example of Russian 
urban planning, the airport sites 
southeast of the city on an empty 
plain -- NOTHING, not a motel or 
a restaurant or even a billboard 
lies along the road into the city. 



http://www.npointercos.jp/Yasny.html 

Orsk airport arrival hall ï we never saw any private travelers 



Cross 

country 
by charter 

minivans 

   (above)    

The fabled 

ñOrò River 

(yeah, right) 

 

    (right) 
Flat country, 
rich pastures, 
stands of tall  
forest (NOT 
ótaigaô pines) 



Tourist shot from another visitor in October 

http://www.dlr.de/blogs/en/desktopdefault.aspx/tabid-5919/9754_read-

152/searchtagid-2355/gettrackback-1/norobotindex-1/ 



The direct route (return only) 

MAPPING 
Logging the road 

features, indexed to 

the odometer, on a 

VERY bumpy, 

busy border route. 
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Checkpoints 

 
We were waved 

right through 

No signs of barricades 

or barbed wire ï even 

the livestock were free-

ranging for grasslands  



Approaching Yasniy, 
the óMystery Mesaô 

ÅCloser in ï a humongous artificial dirt pile 

The roundabout route, 
from the southern approach 



ñYasniy 

Mining 

Companyò 

Å Ore mill from road (top right) and  

Å from space (bottom right)    



Glimpsed from 

the road ï the 

downwind woods 

didnôt look too 

healthy 



Worldôs biggest open-

pit asbestos mine 

The weird lobes (above, medium 

resolution) turned out (right, high 

resolution) to be holes, dug over 

many decades ï and the roads to 

the manmade mesa were clearly 

visible from space. 

FILE 



http://tbrc-evrazia.ucoz.ru/index/g_jasnyj_segodnja/0-51 



Town of Yasniy ï prosperous-looking  
(~40,000 population, settled 1930ôs, town since 1961) 

Actually quite a nice-looking 
town with well-paved streets 
and well-cared-for buildings 
and parks -- the mines bring 
prosperity, but the town flag 
(right) shows the OTHER 
type of industry it supports.... 

Video of town here:http://tbrc-evrazia.ucoz.ru/index/50_let_g_jasnyj/0-79 



Welcome to Yasniy ï courtesy KARAVAN hotels 

Two routes 

to/from Orsk 

[southern and 

western], we 

used both 





Two different views of same section 

of town [north is at bottom] 

Left, aerial photo; right, direct-

overhead [GoogleEarth?] 
You can even locate this region on the map 

a few slides backé. 



Separate sources of 

overhead imagery allow 

time-change contrasts ï 

now what I want to find is 

more views of the missile 

area [yeah, dream oné] 

[Above] Image from townôs home page 

-- http://tbrc-evrazia.ucoz.ru/foto/ 

jasnyj_segodnja/8.jpg  

[Left] Image from GoogleEarth 

 

No, if I ever go back, I will NOT 

be carrying these images with me! 

http://tbrc-evrazia.ucoz.ru/foto/jasnyj_segodnja/8.jpg
http://tbrc-evrazia.ucoz.ru/foto/jasnyj_segodnja/8.jpg
http://tbrc-evrazia.ucoz.ru/foto/jasnyj_segodnja/8.jpg
http://tbrc-evrazia.ucoz.ru/foto/jasnyj_segodnja/8.jpg


http://tbrc-evrazia.ucoz.ru/index/g_jasnyj_segodnja/0-51 

For a town that makes its 

living from rocks, naturally  

they figure in a lot of the 

monuments & memorials 

[Shovel bucket [below] is at 

center of park bullôs-eye] 



Looks like a PR photo -- but is a fairly representative view 
of a well-off community with a strong economic base 
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The city museum 
(NEXT trip, a visit for sure!!) 

Photo out the van window, shooting wildly and in the blind 



ñOn the economyò 

Escorted visits to local stores 
are occasionally allowed for 
long-term foreign workers 
preparing their payloads, plus 
visits to local movie theatre 

Another óKosmotrasô-allowed 
photo -- but I saw the same scenes. 
The town administration is VERY 
much pro-space-commercialization. 
At the compound, there has been 
NO pilferage in either campaign. 
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NOT in the Yasniy Chamber of 
Commerce brochure ï a statue of... 

? 
Who IS that mysterious 

goatee-ed plaza bust??     

How about one guess.... 

File photo 



Old hardware -- and some 

old attitudes.... 

On approach to compound from the town, 

old SAM-2 & slogan; hand shot occurred 

when I was nosy on flight line at Orsk 

airport. 

We will see 

signs of these 

SAMs later 

on, too 



Location of visitor compound 
(between the town and the missile base) 

Imaged area is about eight miles west-to-east 



The óKosmotras Compoundô 

ÅGoogle Earth image (from about 2005) showed precise 
location as lat 51.025°N, long 59.845°E 

Payload processing 

facility built here 



Official map of buildings 

Credit: Kosmotras via Seijo Yoshimoto 

Only in Russia  

would a hotel this  

big advertise itself  

as having eight  

parking slots 

Garden and sidewalk 

complex between main 

buildings remained to 

be constructed later 
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Hotel 

http://www.npointercos.jp/seasonalreport.html 



Entire complex Courtesy Kosmotras  [photo circa 2008] 



Reception 
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Office with Internet 

access for guests 



Very clean and 

comfortable 

facilities ï but 

you still need to 

brush your teeth 

with imported 

bottled water 
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World-class interior 



VIP food 



Satellite dish (above) provides 
telephone and hi rate internet 
links to outside world 

Hotel rebuilt from abandoned 

officers quarters of former SAM 

missile regiment, fully renovated 

and remarkably comfortable  
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Payload processing building 

When touring 
itôs always 
important to 
keep an eye 
out for stuff 
people may 
have losté. 

This badge 
was lost in 
front of the 
building and 
I happened 
to see it on 
the ground. 
 
Thatôs my story. 

ʄɽʍɸʅʀʂ-ʈɽɻʋʃʀʈʆɺʑʀʂ is a MECHANIC-REGULATOR  




